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| on! mentionin g 15 — re tion of the "Aobedient - and £6 55 
ing Jews, the Apoſtle, 1 in the verſes im imr mediately preceding the 
text, ſuppoſes one of that nation to expoſtulate with him in 
theſe words: F our unri ghteouſueſs commend the ri ghteouſueſs of - 
God, what ſhall wwe Jay ? Is G od unrighteous, wha” taketh wvenge- 
ance? T he Apoſtle anfivers, God forbid; for then how ſhall God 
judge the world ? that is, the ſame argument, which you op- 
of; to the particular diſpen- 
ſation you complain of, will apply with equal force to the 
general dif] penſation of God, which you allow, in the final 
condemnation. « of ſinners, | For if God be an unrighteous 
Being, he is not qualified to judge 1 the world: and if the plea, 
you alledge, be admitted in your caſe, : it muſt be admitted s 
equally. ; in. all; and there will then remain no finners to be 


* 


judged. The Jew continues, or explains, his argument fur- 


ther: For. i the tr my of God hath more abounded through my lie 
(or my unbelief) unto; bis, glory; why: yet am T alſo judged as @ 
' fanner$.. The Apoſtle again reminds him in the words of the 
text, that the ſame; reaſoning, which he brings to excuſe his 
unbelief, might be urged for the impunity of all fin whatſo- 
ever; and chat on theſe Principles might be defended even that 
deteſtable maxim, with which, the Chriſtians had been F 
ouſly reproached, Tet us 4 evil, that good may come. 


It was therefore no ſufficient apology for the conduct of 80 9 


Jews, either that their unrightcouſneſs had illuſtrated the rich- 
 teouſneſs of God, in {till performing the promiſes made to 
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he had delivered, this weak n e What fol V 
200" ſay then? ſhall we continue in fin, that. s 1017 abound? The „ 
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* may poſlibly produce, but he votive and principles, on | - 
which they are deliberately performed. Wäe are indeed. com- „ 
manded; whatſoever.» we.do, to.do all to the. glory of Cad. mei = 
the precept muſt plainly be underſtood with the fame reſtric- = 
tone, Aa * che eech infarms u * , obſerved even in | : 4 | 
; arty ee —— 
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Nog eee — of Gods: are heals virtue 
and da 0085 and\if we will Meine means, it 


ing * eximes, which he 7 
guarded from this Hg mption. - Can 4 man be eden X 
Golf? Orv "i gain n him;' that thou mateſt thy my perfe+2. The 
glory of God depends not on che agency of mortals; it ig re- 
preſented indeed as increaſed by the conduct of virtuous: men 
but it 8 a bete Age in ca ee e We creatures | 
accepting the bangt. bach of cke en pee er and 
an alſo ger Himſelf” vitur on dhe proutet'and n moſt oddurat 
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onthe; merits:of tber opinion itſclß im 
Chriſtian audience, hoiſe rule of life is, not ee e 
deduction of unaſſiſted reaſon: 
revelation, muſt be 
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A the Apoſtle te 0 purſue, 4s. 22 as does not merely. | 
tenip PE MOT i evil, but is ſpeci xcioufly 

16 Rel or even vindicate our corn * n 2 
| Of this there are n many examples, „„ 
. Perſecution BY religious opinions | is . confelſetty ding 
e ile Good ina dome: for what i ts-avomet * 
either 'the particular good done to the pert ns converted, or 
the general good produced by the promotion of true n * 
Whether it have a any real tendency to accompliſh either of theſe _ 
ends, is more than doubtful. But were the benefits Eng 
from it ever ſo certain, and ever ſo import Ut, 
come within the limits of the Apoſtle's r gy * per- 
ſecution is an evil unauthorized by nature or the Goſpel, and 
therefore a moral evil; an evil, which v we are e forbidden to com- 1 
mit, whatever good may be expected or actua - 
it. I would only add further, that not magiſtr y 
thus guilty, but individuals alſo may very effeftually, and there- 
fore very ſinfully perſecute each other. With this crime we 
are manifeſtly chargeable, if we wilfully miſrepreſent the cha- 
racter, che conduct, or the tenets of thoſe, who: differ. from us, 


merely bec uſe they « differ from us; if we think of them with 
rancour, or treat them with | im juſtice ; if we deny them pro- 
tection in danger, or a afliſtance i1 in diſtreſs; or even if, without = 


any acts f > © itive unkindnefs, we n them the common 
civilities of common life Theſe things, my. brethren,” ought | 


wot ot fo to be: nr 5 mot of them contrary to nd — 
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_ puniſhment of crimes! is author: ed by the la 's both 0%, Dog 
and man: the evil therefore to infli ted, When it 9 7 et 
its due proportion, is not a moral evil, not the kin and of mk 


1 
** 
* & . 


z ? LS 


is torbiddent to be done: from "he peo » 
* -# 3 ng 1 = py 3 


wk je? & 0 y et bm tance, 2 ye 25 e 
ſions of ſeeing 3 or 5 lity, N k | 8 15 all : : 
with. Not to inſiſt on che lüghter ſtances, in ch falſe⸗ 
hood ig profeſſediy indulged, AS preſcribed, b b | Wh 55 8 
conducive to the convenience of faſhions ab & intereau re: un 
ceſſary mifrepreſentations are alſo v very 8 7 N when 
directed to produce any trivi ial good, or av unimpor 
evil, to create amuſement, 0 flatter 5 to | foften difap- 


pointment; or when they only do ny e inten to do, no 
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harm. Even fordid intereſt Wa les ig its d1 aceful Ps 


tions; and in many tranſactions 0 f N trut 1 is a « often. yi 
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injury'thers mutt be, is s of fach a nature, as ee not the 
rival intereſt of any private ſufferer. n only the 
laws of truth. but even the ſalemnity of an oath is boldly diſ- 
regarded. The ſanctions of religion may perhaps be interpoſe 


on too many, and on too {light occaſions; but that is ſurelß 
no exeuſe for the extreme irreverence and impiety of their con- 
duct, h g eee ee eee 


were abfard > to! alſo 2 no Fan PE AG fa minute, | 
under any poſſible circumſtances, were perhaps unreaſonably - 
ſevere; but yet the ſerious and prudent moraliſt, "who ver 
ders the uſe and neceſſity of the general pringiple, will cer- 
| tam confine bis exceptions within very narrow limits. Lot 
Future ages at VE hs ee = e 
eonfiſtency in i manners ; that the ſame perſons, who-can be in 
us l and to — run degree inattentive to the laws 
5 rin many more; ſhould yet conſider the i inipate- Xx 
tran of falſehood in all caſes whatſoever, as an atrocious attack 
on. the character, Which it is impaffible ever to- pardon, and 
e bfe ithelf RP nr but muſt be azarde to | 
| III Thizobfruntion des me W 1 
wer day, vehich, natwäcfrftanding its dreadfub conſequenees, 
is, often vindicated: on protence: of us utility, as being/a-n&&elT 
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times but our own. To the cultivated reaſon d of this Greeks,” in . 


pla, Jeng s of 3 
Aliſtines? IF it wore fo ob 1 RR 


direct oppolition to the laws of Gr country, an A and the v 7 
principles of our rthgjon 17 — 88 | 25 A 2 1119 
"Thi priikce of the nations, 107 ant 28 they 2 jg a 
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and which profeſs the p 


can require the ſecurity of its. 1 
be needleſſſy leſſened, the es 


. 
graceful; that 2 which both reaſon con- 
demn, ſhould yet prevail in thoſe nations of theworld, TG 
only, which are confeſſedly the great maſters of human reaſon, 
reſt and moſt benefice tf ee 

The general principle therefore, on which this ferocious 
practice is ſupported, as being founded on the nature and ei- 


gencies of poliſned ſociety, is at leaſt very diſputable. And 


were it leſs ſo, were all the advantages, which can be hoped for, 


perfectly certain and ſecure; were the little inconveniences, 7 


which may be felt or feared from occaſional petulance or 
neſs, in a great degree diminiſhed, or even totally x 3 
yet ſurely theſe trifles may be purchaſed at to: 


ſurely they cannot be at all compared with me 1 Grice: 15 


chat is brought on the community, as often as it is deprived of 


the ſolid ſervices of an active, intelligent, and virtuous individual. 


It deſerves alſo to be conſidered, am go intereſt of hae 


ience of duelling, ee it 
may be, is founded on this preſumption, that the perſon who! 
makes the appeal to its deciſion, is at leaſt generally the injured 
perſon. But if the contrary do very frequently happen, if the 
laws of honour: he inforced on occaſions confelſedly frivolous, 
and often manifeſtly unjuſt, if they arm the man of violence 


whom they E to control, if porn expoſe the ordinary i in- 
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ended in a ren, which nothing 


les then ab ablolute and uncontrolable n would fully Juft . 


To nen ee pr * . a 3 5 5 courage, 


but ſurely no teſt either of veracity or honour ; and, of whats 
ever nature the injury received may be, to put the life of the 
aggreſſor and your own to the ſame riſque, is neither re 
nor puniſh 
inſenſible, that you feel, when you are inſulted; but ſurely the 


ſame thing may be as naturally and as effectually ſne wn in many . 
Ways of leſs danger and of leſs guilt. But it will prevent ſuch 


offences in future. The plea might be urged for aſſaſſination 


ment, nor revenge. It may ſhew, that you are not 


nit) ſhudder at the ſuggeſtion, a to deſtroy the 
B 2 life 
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reſpect to individuals indeed the opinion of the world, however 
fantaſtic, and however wrong, will always in fact DE) 
conſiderable influence. Like the other temptations to which 
we are expoſed, it is in proportion to its force a {mitigation of 
the'offence; but to mitigate is not to vindicate : for if terpta- 
tion be conſidered, not as the trial of our fortitude, but the juſti- 
zompliance; if cuſtom and faſhion may r 
without control the proper province of reaſon and On 


there is an end of all obligation and of every virtue: 


And certainly if in any inſtance it be our Re OE our wiſdom 
zo obey God rather than man, it muſt be in the caſe now before 
us; where miſconduct flatters us with no profpect of advantage, 
and can gratify none but the painful and hoſtile paſſions of our 
nature; and where the conſequence muſt be, not only danger 
to ourſelves, but anxiety and ſorrow, it may be, diſtreſs, and 
miſery, and ruin to the very perſons, whom we are bound to 
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Vet even def rely be m that unguarded diſplays of 
the little umperfections diſcoverable i in a few parts a our ä 
lent” co \ſtitution, may afford ſore countenance to thoſe, who 
<ciate and deſpiſe the whole; that the beſt remedies, when 
imprudently adminiſtered, may poſſibly but increaſe the com+ 


to attend with minute curioſity: to the regulz | s 
a ſtructure, when the foundations are endngero, and 1 the. 
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a evils, . invite us, not to reſiſt ones 
but to ſubvert the conſtitution. itſelf, to aboliſh eſtabliſhed order 


2 0 140 
Dr and governmietit TOY deſtroy every thing uſeful and venerable, . 
| 5 ae ui ve oil nun of es. Bide ende 
OO ſacrifice our Intereſt, our country, eden 
| | OO travagintſpetulations:* The riles of obedience to-governme 
| me which religion enjoins, are too well known to Waden blaining, 
1 : tough neglected to a degree, which is equally diſgraceful to us 
| | as ſubjects and as Chriſtians :..but becauſe in a former age hey 
N were abſurdly carried to an impracticable ext they there 
fore to be wholly diſregarded in the preſent? or b rocks they 
confeſſedly admit of exceptions in ſome caſes, are 40 therefore 
of no force in any caſe whatever? Our anceſtors, whd loved li- 
berty with as much ardor and ſincerity, as we can do, but pur- 
ſued it with more diſcretion, wiſely confined their exceptions to 
extreme caſes; they conſidered reſiſtance to authority as an awre- 
ful and important right, which necellity will eee exert, and 
Which nothing but neceſſity can eve juſtify.” Sal 0:72 
And where is the neceſſity, or even the 8 of aban- 
ein our ancient conſtitution ; a conſtitution, which we have 
| long reverenced with an almoſt enthuſiaſtic devotion; which we 
have been taught to conſider as the envy of all nations, and the 
_ diſtinguiſhing glory of our own; which (how great or Eo 
many ſoever its defects may be) has in fact produced proſperity 
and happinels ; ; and which, after the many improvements it has | 
| received in each ſucceſſive age, is now ſo nicely balanced, chat, | 
- as we haye ſeen in the courſe of our own experience, the ſeveral 
powers can effectually control each other, and are all of them in 
fact controled by the voice of the nation ie. 
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ns, and wich does. ſours the liberties OT Chal 
inquiſh a ſyſtem, which we thus know. to be good, and 
08 ; hath. . for a wild and ip 


for a tate of miſrule and anarchy; which will long ſuſpe Pau a 
* poſſibly prove fatal to, order, happineſs, and freedon 
The ar plea of theſe unfeeling theoriſts, "a 1 55 
0 on us, at whatever. riſque, their rug $90; untried LNOJOnss 
is taken from the condition of the pr.... 
That this is toc frequently Mmiferaple, 00. one can W 
| deny; but at the ſame time it ought to, be remembered, that the 
laws of this country alone have al tg make nal. 
and conſtant proviſion for want and infirmity, and have not 
left the poor to the charity, but given them a legal claim on 
the juſtice of their fellow citizens ; that the humanity of our 
laws has been ſeconded by innumerable public eſtabliſhments for 
the education of the young, the care of the deſerted, the relief | 
of the ſick, the retreat and comfort of the aged; and, we truſt, 
h that private benevolence i is ſeldom wanting to alleviate thoſe diſ- 
treſſes, which eſcape the public pale or come not within the 
| limits of public inſtitutions. dane, : 
Still however poverty. and a . Tl remain: and 5h | 
cauſe hes not. in the defects of this or that particular govern- 
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For alteviations are all, that humanity, can effect, or the ſlate 
of the world Will. admit. In civilized. ſocieties however con- 
Aituted the Fich and the poor meer together ; ; the diſtinction be-. 
V and ahh to-both, EE inconveniences 
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1 5 wife and the powerful, by ihe beneficence « of the rich, and above 
all by the ; Prudence and vurtyue of the poor themfelves; but 


1 raſh and violent 1 to. countera/t.the deſigns of nature, and 
| | N l the, order er of e "0 Fog 1 in e ee and 
1 EET > SI _- 40 Winnt r BE e miſery; 


| | i Lev. xxv. 13. n 


8 
I RT Ge 


* 
e 
PT 2 V7 +4 * 


18 


* 3 3 " 
er r e e 2 _ - 
2 3 5 . £ 2 
= n r . 


—4 


ad < Y 2 of 
Dr 


N ee 

happy at leaſt in one point, that the | 

This will inform us, that revolutions, begun on the Juſteſt 
Principles, have often been ung the moſt unjuſtifiable - fs 
conſequences: and thoſe, by: N com NENCEC with the moſt | 

moderate views, have often ended in the moſt deſtructive 
We might inflance in he hiſtory of our own nation; bat che h 
example of a neighbouring | f 
the mind and re 
1 e 
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the firſt Ae e in their zeal to 


tivating theory of the' rights of man, 
the leſs palatable doctrine of hie 


wa d atocou ens that a 5 ee the com- 
; | ignation of every human breaſt, and that have 
. dated, if they vet he cloſed, wi ha aged in which we ſee not the | 
| Juſtice of a great nation. or the wicked prudence of per, 
or the imperious dictate of neceſſity; but b ws bake 
fury of a populace, who had neither en to fear, nor 
reſiſtance to encounter; and the frantic cruelty of an Aſſembly, 
who have loſt the equity of judges, the prudence of -legiſla- 
8 tors, and the feelings of men; who know nothing of Freedom ; 
baut its extravagances, who teach Philoſophy: the tone of n 
- . ciſm, and propagate Liberty by perſecutions”. ˙ 4; 4/1 $2 
3 Such has been the end of innovation, even in an inſtance, | 
| whery a very: conſiderable reform had certainly been long ar 
greatly wanted. Our circumſtances are widely. different. 1 
5 us beware then of their example let us not court unneceſſary 
. dangers, nor raſhly venture on that troubled fea, in which their 
hopes were ſhipwrecked. The conſ2quences are before us. To 
provide againſt them is a duty we owe to Society and to our- 
ſelves. It remains only, that we unite in our conduct the mo- 
deration, which Religion teaches, with the firmneſs, which the 
occaſion demands; that in defending ourſelves, we remember 
the charity we owe to our brethren; and in . the pub- 
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- thoſe things which male for peuce n. Let l fer! bd hn the 
King, and 'meddle not wirb tm, hit abt et nber 
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